
“The Boys & Girls Club's childcare scholarship 
helps our family a lot. I've just recently 
become a single mother to two young 
boys. With my income alone, it 
is very hard to pay for rent, 
daycare, medical, etc. for the 
family. Without daycare, 
I would lose my job 
because I have no one 
to help me. We really 
appreciate all the help 
we get. Thank you.” 

These words from a 
mom whose children 
are in the Club's 
scholarship program 
show what a big difference 
you are making to families by 
supporting this project. Their family is going 
through a hard time. Divorce and financial struggles 
are really tough on both kids and parents. But with your 
help, the Club can offer kids stability when they need it 
most and give hard-working parents peace of mind and 
the ability to work and provide for their kids. 

Another mom shares, “Stability has been the number 
one concern for my kids and the Club has given my 
daughter that. Knowing my daughter was in a safe 
place full of structure gave me hope for a better future. 
The Club has gone above and beyond not just for my 
family, but so many other families in the community; 
from scholarships, to school clothes shopping, to 
making sure there are presents under the Christmas 
tree. There is no end to what the Club will do to make 
sure their families are supported.”

Your generosity is what makes it possible for the 
Club to help each of the families that participate in 

our scholarship program and our free programs, 
like the Oak View Branch and the Twilight 

Education Project. Please consider 
making a gift to the Club this 

holiday season. 

Thanks to a special 
challenge gift from longtime 
Club supporter Debra 
Schroeder, there is an 
amazing opportunity for 
you to double the power of 
your gift. Ms. Schroeder will 
match up to $50,000 in gifts 
made by December 31st 
dollar for dollar. Your gift to 

the Boys & Girls Club is one that 
will make a difference well beyond the 

holiday season. You can use the enclosed 
envelope, visit bgchv.com/donate, or scan the 

QR code to make a donation. You can also make a 

tax-deductible year-end donation of stock or from your 
trust by contacting Laura at 714-309-4962 or from 
your donor advised fund at bgchv.com/daf. 

Your gift will help give kids the great childhood  
they deserve so that they can go on to build their 
GREAT FUTURE! 
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The Club’s Great Futures Start Here 44th Annual Benefit Dinner and Auction was an 
incredible success, netting more than $600,000! Funds raised at the annual benefit 
help the Club provide childcare scholarships to hundreds of families, enable the 
organization to offer free programs like our Oak View Branch and Twilight Education 
Project, and help keep the Boys & Girls Club accessible and affordable for all families 
in our community. Nearly 600 guests were in attendance at the Hyatt Regency in 
Huntington Beach, coming together to support the children at the Boys & Girls Club by 
sponsoring tables, purchasing auction items and raffle tickets, and giving generously  
to sponsor children in the Club’s scholarship program. 

“We are so thankful for the dedication and commitment from so many volunteers,  
Board Members and staff that contributed to the event’s success, ensuring the Club 
can continue to support families through scholarships and free programs,” says 
CEO Art Groeneveld. “The success of the event can be directly attributed to the 
supporters that care deeply about the Club and want to ensure we have the 
resources to inspire, enable, and empower the children and families we serve. 
We are incredibly thankful to everyone that participated and contributed to the 
success of our gala – we could not do it without you!” 

Please mark your calendars now for October 14, 2023 for our 45th Annual Dinner  
and Auction!

Great Futures Start Here Annual Benefit
Nearly 600 Guests Come Together to Raise $600,000+ 

ART GROENEVELD, ED ARNOLD, 
WINK WILLIAMS & MIKE SHUMARD

CHAMPION OF YOUTH AWARD
Alex A. Accetta

TOTAL RAISED

$600,000+
THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2023
45th Annual GREAT FUTURES START HERE
Benefit Dinner and Auction!

SAVE THE

DATE

REMEMBERING ROBERT MAYER SR.

SPONSOR A CHILD

CLUBHOUSE ACADEMY PERFORMERS

WINTER 2022 
BGCHV.COM 

BUILDING 
GREAT 

FUTURES 
TOGETHER.

We appreciate you! To thank you for all that you 
have done for the kids at the Boys & Girls Club this 
year, we have enclosed a special gift just for you. 
Please hang this ornament to remind you that your 
caring, kindness, and generosity have made a world  
of difference to the kids who needed it most this year.

          Thank You!

A Special Gift  
Just for You!

Scan to Donate



In September, the Club began a new partnership 
with Oak View Elementary School and opened a 
second branch in the Oak View community. This 
new location is right on campus at the elementary 

school and is made possible thanks to 
funding from the State of California’s 

Extended Learning Opportunities 
Program (ELOP). Within just 

a few weeks of opening, 
more than 100 youth 
in grades TK-3 were 
enrolled, with 80 children 
attending the program 
each day. The program 
is slated to grow to reach 
an additional 50 children 
early in 2023. 

CEO Art Groeneveld 
comments, “We’re so excited 

to be working more closely with 
Oak View Elementary and the Ocean 

View School District. With this new site, we have 
doubled our footprint in the Oak View community, 
and we’re able to reach kids in new age groups, 
like TK & kindergarten.”

The kids in Oak View are among the most vulnerable 
in our community. At Oak View Elementary, 97% of all 
students qualify for free and reduced price lunches. 
For a family of four to qualify for free lunch, the 
household income must be less than $34,000 per year. 
While struggling to pay for the basics like rent and 
food, their families don’t have the resources to provide 
after school tutors or fun enrichment activities like 
dance classes or sports. That’s where the Boys & Girls 
Club comes in! 

Each day, children enrolled in the new 
ELOP program have access to Boys & 
Girls Club programs that will help them 
succeed in all areas of life. To help 
kids succeed in school, the Club’s staff 
help kids with homework in our Power 
Hour program each day, guide children 
in enrichment activities that support 
their learning in reading, math and 
other core subjects. STEM programs 
like Imagine Science, Jr. encourage 
kids to participate in hands-on STEM 
challenges and activities that reinforce 
what they’re learning at school in fun 
new ways. The Club’s programs focus 
on a lot more than academic support, 

too. Coming out of 
the pandemic, a time 
filled with isolation and 
stress, the Club’s staff 
emphasizes social 
emotional learning in all 
of our programs. Kids learn 
friendship building skills, develop 
positive relationships with peers and 
caring adults, learn to work together in 
small groups, develop resiliency skills, and build a 
positive sense of self. Kids also have a chance to play 
sports, take dance classes, and be active outside each 
day, learning healthy habits and having a great time! 

“Offering youth these opportunities at an early age 
helps get them on track for a lifetime of success,” 
CEO Art Groeneveld shares. “We know from more 
than a decade of working in the Oak View 
community that being part of the 
Boys & Girls Club can be life-
changing. So many of our 
Oak View Branch alumni 
have become the first in 
their family to graduate 
from high school and go 
to college. By opening 
this new location, we’re 
opening the door to new 
experiences for so many 
more kids, and we are 
going to work hard to 
give the kids in Oak View 
the foundation they need to 
build their great futures.”

New Program Location in Oak View
Free After School Program for Kids Who Need Us Most

For the last two years, the Club has shared 
with supporters like you that the organization’s 
transportation program faced significant challenges 
following new emissions standards. These mandates 
would require that the Club take 9 of its older buses 
off the road in 2023. Director of Transportation and 
Maintenance Vicki Bansberg says, “9 buses is half 
of the Club’s fleet. We drive kids between 39 local 
schools and the Club every day and families are 
counting on us to be able to get their kids to 
and from school. We were scrambling to figure out 
how to keep our services at the same level when we 
got some amazing news from State Representative 
Janet Nguyen. She was our champion with the state 
legislature. Our proposal for bus funding was rejected 
last year, but Janet stayed persistent and resubmitted 
the request for the current budget year. She said, 
‘Never give up and when the opportunity presents 
itself, be prepared to grab it!’ Janet grabbed the 
opportunity and was able to successfully garner a 
$1.95 million appropriation for the Club.”

This State 
funding will 
help the Club 
purchase 9 new 
alternative fuel 
school buses to 
replace the oldest 
diesel fuel vehicles in 
our fleet. In addition to the 
buses, funding will also support 
necessary repairs and upgrades 
at our Club sites, including major repairs like 
roofing replacement, HVAC systems, flooring and 
much more. Vicki Bansberg comments, “Throughout 
the pandemic, we’ve operated with a deficit budget 
and just haven’t had the funds to make major facility 
upgrades. Now, instead of patching a 30-year-old 
leaky roof or doing a short-term fix for an aging HVAC 
system, we’ll be able to replace them. This support 
from the state is a game changer not just for our 
busing program, but for our facilities, too.”

Janet Nguyen and the State Award 
$1.95 Million to Fund Buses & Upgrades
Repairs and Replacements Slated for 2023

Help Make the Holidays Extra Holly & Jolly
Support the Club’s Holiday Programs for Youth

This holiday season, the Club will make sure that 
every child at our Clubs has something to 
celebrate! Each of our locations will 
host a holiday party where kids will 
get to make crafts, enjoy cocoa 
and cookies, sing carols, get a 
picture with Santa, and best of 
all, pick out their own special gift. 
Through our “Holly Jolly Holidays” 
program, children in the Club’s 
scholarship program will receive 
clothing, pajamas, books, and 
toys to make their holidays extra 
special. $100 sponsors one child 
in the “Holly Jolly Holidays” program 
and $1,000 sponsors a party at one of our 
school age Clubs. If you would like to help make 

the holidays extra special for the kids, please 
consider making a gift using the enclosed 

envelope. To learn more about getting 
involved as a volunteer or hosting 
a toy drive, call 714-899-5900, ext 
613 or email megan@bgchv.com.

Hands on Learning With Hyundai
Kids Learn About STEM and the Future of Cars

ClubHouse Academy Members Perform  
at National Events 
Dancers Get to Meet Their Hero Misty Copeland

A visit from hydrogen experts at Hyundai got 
the kids at our Pacific Life Foundation Branch 
excited to learn about STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). The kids got to learn about 
practical, real life applications for science, engineering, 
and technology as they delved into how hydrogen 
fueled cars work. Because we always make learning 
fun at the Boys & Girls Club, the kids weren’t just 
sitting listening to an expert talk. They got to build 
their own hydrogen cars and race them! The kids 
even got to keep the race cars that they built, so they 
can continue to enjoy them at home. 

Program Director Shoshanah Katz shares, “Activities 
like these get our kids excited about STEM – I’d 
even say they were elated! They had so much fun. 

Opportunities like these really fuel our Club 
members’ curiosity and make them want 
to learn more. Hyundai’s experts 
relayed to the kids that these 
types of vehicles will be 
their generation’s future. 
That made the kids feel 
like they were learning 
about cutting edge 
technology and that was 
really exciting for them!” 

Thank you, Hyundai, 
for making this special 
hands-on learning 
opportunity possible! 

Our Club was 
proud to be part of 
two Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America 
events this fall – the 
National Youth of 
the Year celebration 
and the Pacific 
Region Conference. 

The Pacific Region 
conference brought together 

hundreds of Boys & Girls Club staff 
members from throughout the west coast and beyond 
for professional development opportunities, and our 
staff gained so much from this opportunity to learn 
from experts and share ideas with others in the field. 
In addition to professional development opportunities, 
the conference was also full of celebrations and 
performances by talented youth. Our ClubHouse 
Academy’s performers were a highlight of the event, 
earning standing ovations from the crowd! 

Our ClubHouse Academy performers were also 
selected to perform at the National Youth of the 
Year Gala, one of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 

premier national events. The kids gave an amazing 
performance, and making the experience even more 
special, they got to meet one of their heroes – Misty 
Copeland. Misty Copeland is the prima ballerina for 
the American Ballet Theatre, and one of the most 
famous dancers in the country. And, just like our Club 
members, she first started dancing at a Boys & Girls 
Club. Dance Director Allison Horner shares, “Misty 
Copeland is a huge inspiration to all of our dancers 
who were performing at the event – two have even 
done school reports on her!  She met all the kids, 
watched them rehearse, and even gave them a pep 
talk!!! It was a truly magical day for our dancers.” 

Scan to Donate



“The Boys & Girls Club's childcare scholarship 
helps our family a lot. I've just recently 
become a single mother to two young 
boys. With my income alone, it 
is very hard to pay for rent, 
daycare, medical, etc. for the 
family. Without daycare, 
I would lose my job 
because I have no one 
to help me. We really 
appreciate all the help 
we get. Thank you.” 

These words from a 
mom whose children 
are in the Club's 
scholarship program 
show what a big difference 
you are making to families by 
supporting this project. Their family is going 
through a hard time. Divorce and financial struggles 
are really tough on both kids and parents. But with your 
help, the Club can offer kids stability when they need it 
most and give hard-working parents peace of mind and 
the ability to work and provide for their kids. 

Another mom shares, “Stability has been the number 
one concern for my kids and the Club has given my 
daughter that. Knowing my daughter was in a safe 
place full of structure gave me hope for a better future. 
The Club has gone above and beyond not just for my 
family, but so many other families in the community; 
from scholarships, to school clothes shopping, to 
making sure there are presents under the Christmas 
tree. There is no end to what the Club will do to make 
sure their families are supported.”

Your generosity is what makes it possible for the 
Club to help each of the families that participate in 

our scholarship program and our free programs, 
like the Oak View Branch and the Twilight 

Education Project. Please consider 
making a gift to the Club this 

holiday season. 

Thanks to a special 
challenge gift from longtime 
Club supporter Debra 
Schroeder, there is an 
amazing opportunity for 
you to double the power of 
your gift. Ms. Schroeder will 
match up to $50,000 in gifts 
made by December 31st 
dollar for dollar. Your gift to 

the Boys & Girls Club is one that 
will make a difference well beyond the 

holiday season. You can use the enclosed 
envelope, visit bgchv.com/donate, or scan the 

QR code to make a donation. You can also make a 

tax-deductible year-end donation of stock or from your 
trust by contacting Laura at 714-309-4962 or from 
your donor advised fund at bgchv.com/daf. 

Your gift will help give kids the great childhood  
they deserve so that they can go on to build their 
GREAT FUTURE! 
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The Club’s Great Futures Start Here 44th Annual Benefit Dinner and Auction was an 
incredible success, netting more than $600,000! Funds raised at the annual benefit 
help the Club provide childcare scholarships to hundreds of families, enable the 
organization to offer free programs like our Oak View Branch and Twilight Education 
Project, and help keep the Boys & Girls Club accessible and affordable for all families 
in our community. Nearly 600 guests were in attendance at the Hyatt Regency in 
Huntington Beach, coming together to support the children at the Boys & Girls Club by 
sponsoring tables, purchasing auction items and raffle tickets, and giving generously  
to sponsor children in the Club’s scholarship program. 

“We are so thankful for the dedication and commitment from so many volunteers,  
Board Members and staff that contributed to the event’s success, ensuring the Club 
can continue to support families through scholarships and free programs,” says 
CEO Art Groeneveld. “The success of the event can be directly attributed to the 
supporters that care deeply about the Club and want to ensure we have the 
resources to inspire, enable, and empower the children and families we serve. 
We are incredibly thankful to everyone that participated and contributed to the 
success of our gala – we could not do it without you!” 

Please mark your calendars now for October 14, 2023 for our 45th Annual Dinner  
and Auction!

Great Futures Start Here Annual Benefit
Nearly 600 Guests Come Together to Raise $600,000+ 

ART GROENEVELD, ED ARNOLD, 
WINK WILLIAMS & MIKE SHUMARD

CHAMPION OF YOUTH AWARD
Alex A. Accetta

TOTAL RAISED

$600,000+
THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2023
45th Annual GREAT FUTURES START HERE
Benefit Dinner and Auction!

SAVE THE

DATE

REMEMBERING ROBERT MAYER SR.

SPONSOR A CHILD

CLUBHOUSE ACADEMY PERFORMERS

WINTER 2022 
BGCHV.COM 

BUILDING 
GREAT 
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We appreciate you! To thank you for all that you 
have done for the kids at the Boys & Girls Club this 
year, we have enclosed a special gift just for you. 
Please hang this ornament to remind you that your 
caring, kindness, and generosity have made a world  
of difference to the kids who needed it most this year.

          Thank You!

A Special Gift  
Just for You!

Scan to Donate



In September, the Club began a new partnership 
with Oak View Elementary School and opened a 
second branch in the Oak View community. This 
new location is right on campus at the elementary 

school and is made possible thanks to 
funding from the State of California’s 

Extended Learning Opportunities 
Program (ELOP). Within just 

a few weeks of opening, 
more than 100 youth 
in grades TK-3 were 
enrolled, with 80 children 
attending the program 
each day. The program 
is slated to grow to reach 
an additional 50 children 
early in 2023. 

CEO Art Groeneveld 
comments, “We’re so excited 

to be working more closely with 
Oak View Elementary and the Ocean 

View School District. With this new site, we have 
doubled our footprint in the Oak View community, 
and we’re able to reach kids in new age groups, 
like TK & kindergarten.”

The kids in Oak View are among the most vulnerable 
in our community. At Oak View Elementary, 97% of all 
students qualify for free and reduced price lunches. 
For a family of four to qualify for free lunch, the 
household income must be less than $34,000 per year. 
While struggling to pay for the basics like rent and 
food, their families don’t have the resources to provide 
after school tutors or fun enrichment activities like 
dance classes or sports. That’s where the Boys & Girls 
Club comes in! 

Each day, children enrolled in the new 
ELOP program have access to Boys & 
Girls Club programs that will help them 
succeed in all areas of life. To help 
kids succeed in school, the Club’s staff 
help kids with homework in our Power 
Hour program each day, guide children 
in enrichment activities that support 
their learning in reading, math and 
other core subjects. STEM programs 
like Imagine Science, Jr. encourage 
kids to participate in hands-on STEM 
challenges and activities that reinforce 
what they’re learning at school in fun 
new ways. The Club’s programs focus 
on a lot more than academic support, 

too. Coming out of 
the pandemic, a time 
filled with isolation and 
stress, the Club’s staff 
emphasizes social 
emotional learning in all 
of our programs. Kids learn 
friendship building skills, develop 
positive relationships with peers and 
caring adults, learn to work together in 
small groups, develop resiliency skills, and build a 
positive sense of self. Kids also have a chance to play 
sports, take dance classes, and be active outside each 
day, learning healthy habits and having a great time! 

“Offering youth these opportunities at an early age 
helps get them on track for a lifetime of success,” 
CEO Art Groeneveld shares. “We know from more 
than a decade of working in the Oak View 
community that being part of the 
Boys & Girls Club can be life-
changing. So many of our 
Oak View Branch alumni 
have become the first in 
their family to graduate 
from high school and go 
to college. By opening 
this new location, we’re 
opening the door to new 
experiences for so many 
more kids, and we are 
going to work hard to 
give the kids in Oak View 
the foundation they need to 
build their great futures.”

New Program Location in Oak View
Free After School Program for Kids Who Need Us Most

For the last two years, the Club has shared 
with supporters like you that the organization’s 
transportation program faced significant challenges 
following new emissions standards. These mandates 
would require that the Club take 9 of its older buses 
off the road in 2023. Director of Transportation and 
Maintenance Vicki Bansberg says, “9 buses is half 
of the Club’s fleet. We drive kids between 39 local 
schools and the Club every day and families are 
counting on us to be able to get their kids to 
and from school. We were scrambling to figure out 
how to keep our services at the same level when we 
got some amazing news from State Representative 
Janet Nguyen. She was our champion with the state 
legislature. Our proposal for bus funding was rejected 
last year, but Janet stayed persistent and resubmitted 
the request for the current budget year. She said, 
‘Never give up and when the opportunity presents 
itself, be prepared to grab it!’ Janet grabbed the 
opportunity and was able to successfully garner a 
$1.95 million appropriation for the Club.”

This State 
funding will 
help the Club 
purchase 9 new 
alternative fuel 
school buses to 
replace the oldest 
diesel fuel vehicles in 
our fleet. In addition to the 
buses, funding will also support 
necessary repairs and upgrades 
at our Club sites, including major repairs like 
roofing replacement, HVAC systems, flooring and 
much more. Vicki Bansberg comments, “Throughout 
the pandemic, we’ve operated with a deficit budget 
and just haven’t had the funds to make major facility 
upgrades. Now, instead of patching a 30-year-old 
leaky roof or doing a short-term fix for an aging HVAC 
system, we’ll be able to replace them. This support 
from the state is a game changer not just for our 
busing program, but for our facilities, too.”

Janet Nguyen and the State Award 
$1.95 Million to Fund Buses & Upgrades
Repairs and Replacements Slated for 2023

Help Make the Holidays Extra Holly & Jolly
Support the Club’s Holiday Programs for Youth

This holiday season, the Club will make sure that 
every child at our Clubs has something to 
celebrate! Each of our locations will 
host a holiday party where kids will 
get to make crafts, enjoy cocoa 
and cookies, sing carols, get a 
picture with Santa, and best of 
all, pick out their own special gift. 
Through our “Holly Jolly Holidays” 
program, children in the Club’s 
scholarship program will receive 
clothing, pajamas, books, and 
toys to make their holidays extra 
special. $100 sponsors one child 
in the “Holly Jolly Holidays” program 
and $1,000 sponsors a party at one of our 
school age Clubs. If you would like to help make 

the holidays extra special for the kids, please 
consider making a gift using the enclosed 

envelope. To learn more about getting 
involved as a volunteer or hosting 
a toy drive, call 714-899-5900, ext 
613 or email megan@bgchv.com.

Hands on Learning With Hyundai
Kids Learn About STEM and the Future of Cars

ClubHouse Academy Members Perform  
at National Events 
Dancers Get to Meet Their Hero Misty Copeland

A visit from hydrogen experts at Hyundai got 
the kids at our Pacific Life Foundation Branch 
excited to learn about STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). The kids got to learn about 
practical, real life applications for science, engineering, 
and technology as they delved into how hydrogen 
fueled cars work. Because we always make learning 
fun at the Boys & Girls Club, the kids weren’t just 
sitting listening to an expert talk. They got to build 
their own hydrogen cars and race them! The kids 
even got to keep the race cars that they built, so they 
can continue to enjoy them at home. 

Program Director Shoshanah Katz shares, “Activities 
like these get our kids excited about STEM – I’d 
even say they were elated! They had so much fun. 

Opportunities like these really fuel our Club 
members’ curiosity and make them want 
to learn more. Hyundai’s experts 
relayed to the kids that these 
types of vehicles will be 
their generation’s future. 
That made the kids feel 
like they were learning 
about cutting edge 
technology and that was 
really exciting for them!” 

Thank you, Hyundai, 
for making this special 
hands-on learning 
opportunity possible! 

Our Club was 
proud to be part of 
two Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America 
events this fall – the 
National Youth of 
the Year celebration 
and the Pacific 
Region Conference. 

The Pacific Region 
conference brought together 

hundreds of Boys & Girls Club staff 
members from throughout the west coast and beyond 
for professional development opportunities, and our 
staff gained so much from this opportunity to learn 
from experts and share ideas with others in the field. 
In addition to professional development opportunities, 
the conference was also full of celebrations and 
performances by talented youth. Our ClubHouse 
Academy’s performers were a highlight of the event, 
earning standing ovations from the crowd! 

Our ClubHouse Academy performers were also 
selected to perform at the National Youth of the 
Year Gala, one of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 

premier national events. The kids gave an amazing 
performance, and making the experience even more 
special, they got to meet one of their heroes – Misty 
Copeland. Misty Copeland is the prima ballerina for 
the American Ballet Theatre, and one of the most 
famous dancers in the country. And, just like our Club 
members, she first started dancing at a Boys & Girls 
Club. Dance Director Allison Horner shares, “Misty 
Copeland is a huge inspiration to all of our dancers 
who were performing at the event – two have even 
done school reports on her!  She met all the kids, 
watched them rehearse, and even gave them a pep 
talk!!! It was a truly magical day for our dancers.” 

Scan to Donate



In September, the Club began a new partnership 
with Oak View Elementary School and opened a 
second branch in the Oak View community. This 
new location is right on campus at the elementary 

school and is made possible thanks to 
funding from the State of California’s 

Extended Learning Opportunities 
Program (ELOP). Within just 

a few weeks of opening, 
more than 100 youth 
in grades TK-3 were 
enrolled, with 80 children 
attending the program 
each day. The program 
is slated to grow to reach 
an additional 50 children 
early in 2023. 

CEO Art Groeneveld 
comments, “We’re so excited 

to be working more closely with 
Oak View Elementary and the Ocean 

View School District. With this new site, we have 
doubled our footprint in the Oak View community, 
and we’re able to reach kids in new age groups, 
like TK & kindergarten.”

The kids in Oak View are among the most vulnerable 
in our community. At Oak View Elementary, 97% of all 
students qualify for free and reduced price lunches. 
For a family of four to qualify for free lunch, the 
household income must be less than $34,000 per year. 
While struggling to pay for the basics like rent and 
food, their families don’t have the resources to provide 
after school tutors or fun enrichment activities like 
dance classes or sports. That’s where the Boys & Girls 
Club comes in! 

Each day, children enrolled in the new 
ELOP program have access to Boys & 
Girls Club programs that will help them 
succeed in all areas of life. To help 
kids succeed in school, the Club’s staff 
help kids with homework in our Power 
Hour program each day, guide children 
in enrichment activities that support 
their learning in reading, math and 
other core subjects. STEM programs 
like Imagine Science, Jr. encourage 
kids to participate in hands-on STEM 
challenges and activities that reinforce 
what they’re learning at school in fun 
new ways. The Club’s programs focus 
on a lot more than academic support, 

too. Coming out of 
the pandemic, a time 
filled with isolation and 
stress, the Club’s staff 
emphasizes social 
emotional learning in all 
of our programs. Kids learn 
friendship building skills, develop 
positive relationships with peers and 
caring adults, learn to work together in 
small groups, develop resiliency skills, and build a 
positive sense of self. Kids also have a chance to play 
sports, take dance classes, and be active outside each 
day, learning healthy habits and having a great time! 

“Offering youth these opportunities at an early age 
helps get them on track for a lifetime of success,” 
CEO Art Groeneveld shares. “We know from more 
than a decade of working in the Oak View 
community that being part of the 
Boys & Girls Club can be life-
changing. So many of our 
Oak View Branch alumni 
have become the first in 
their family to graduate 
from high school and go 
to college. By opening 
this new location, we’re 
opening the door to new 
experiences for so many 
more kids, and we are 
going to work hard to 
give the kids in Oak View 
the foundation they need to 
build their great futures.”

New Program Location in Oak View
Free After School Program for Kids Who Need Us Most

For the last two years, the Club has shared 
with supporters like you that the organization’s 
transportation program faced significant challenges 
following new emissions standards. These mandates 
would require that the Club take 9 of its older buses 
off the road in 2023. Director of Transportation and 
Maintenance Vicki Bansberg says, “9 buses is half 
of the Club’s fleet. We drive kids between 39 local 
schools and the Club every day and families are 
counting on us to be able to get their kids to 
and from school. We were scrambling to figure out 
how to keep our services at the same level when we 
got some amazing news from State Representative 
Janet Nguyen. She was our champion with the state 
legislature. Our proposal for bus funding was rejected 
last year, but Janet stayed persistent and resubmitted 
the request for the current budget year. She said, 
‘Never give up and when the opportunity presents 
itself, be prepared to grab it!’ Janet grabbed the 
opportunity and was able to successfully garner a 
$1.95 million appropriation for the Club.”

This State 
funding will 
help the Club 
purchase 9 new 
alternative fuel 
school buses to 
replace the oldest 
diesel fuel vehicles in 
our fleet. In addition to the 
buses, funding will also support 
necessary repairs and upgrades 
at our Club sites, including major repairs like 
roofing replacement, HVAC systems, flooring and 
much more. Vicki Bansberg comments, “Throughout 
the pandemic, we’ve operated with a deficit budget 
and just haven’t had the funds to make major facility 
upgrades. Now, instead of patching a 30-year-old 
leaky roof or doing a short-term fix for an aging HVAC 
system, we’ll be able to replace them. This support 
from the state is a game changer not just for our 
busing program, but for our facilities, too.”

Janet Nguyen and the State Award 
$1.95 Million to Fund Buses & Upgrades
Repairs and Replacements Slated for 2023

Help Make the Holidays Extra Holly & Jolly
Support the Club’s Holiday Programs for Youth

This holiday season, the Club will make sure that 
every child at our Clubs has something to 
celebrate! Each of our locations will 
host a holiday party where kids will 
get to make crafts, enjoy cocoa 
and cookies, sing carols, get a 
picture with Santa, and best of 
all, pick out their own special gift. 
Through our “Holly Jolly Holidays” 
program, children in the Club’s 
scholarship program will receive 
clothing, pajamas, books, and 
toys to make their holidays extra 
special. $100 sponsors one child 
in the “Holly Jolly Holidays” program 
and $1,000 sponsors a party at one of our 
school age Clubs. If you would like to help make 

the holidays extra special for the kids, please 
consider making a gift using the enclosed 

envelope. To learn more about getting 
involved as a volunteer or hosting 
a toy drive, call 714-899-5900, ext 
613 or email megan@bgchv.com.

Hands on Learning With Hyundai
Kids Learn About STEM and the Future of Cars

ClubHouse Academy Members Perform  
at National Events 
Dancers Get to Meet Their Hero Misty Copeland

A visit from hydrogen experts at Hyundai got 
the kids at our Pacific Life Foundation Branch 
excited to learn about STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). The kids got to learn about 
practical, real life applications for science, engineering, 
and technology as they delved into how hydrogen 
fueled cars work. Because we always make learning 
fun at the Boys & Girls Club, the kids weren’t just 
sitting listening to an expert talk. They got to build 
their own hydrogen cars and race them! The kids 
even got to keep the race cars that they built, so they 
can continue to enjoy them at home. 

Program Director Shoshanah Katz shares, “Activities 
like these get our kids excited about STEM – I’d 
even say they were elated! They had so much fun. 

Opportunities like these really fuel our Club 
members’ curiosity and make them want 
to learn more. Hyundai’s experts 
relayed to the kids that these 
types of vehicles will be 
their generation’s future. 
That made the kids feel 
like they were learning 
about cutting edge 
technology and that was 
really exciting for them!” 

Thank you, Hyundai, 
for making this special 
hands-on learning 
opportunity possible! 

Our Club was 
proud to be part of 
two Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America 
events this fall – the 
National Youth of 
the Year celebration 
and the Pacific 
Region Conference. 

The Pacific Region 
conference brought together 

hundreds of Boys & Girls Club staff 
members from throughout the west coast and beyond 
for professional development opportunities, and our 
staff gained so much from this opportunity to learn 
from experts and share ideas with others in the field. 
In addition to professional development opportunities, 
the conference was also full of celebrations and 
performances by talented youth. Our ClubHouse 
Academy’s performers were a highlight of the event, 
earning standing ovations from the crowd! 

Our ClubHouse Academy performers were also 
selected to perform at the National Youth of the 
Year Gala, one of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 

premier national events. The kids gave an amazing 
performance, and making the experience even more 
special, they got to meet one of their heroes – Misty 
Copeland. Misty Copeland is the prima ballerina for 
the American Ballet Theatre, and one of the most 
famous dancers in the country. And, just like our Club 
members, she first started dancing at a Boys & Girls 
Club. Dance Director Allison Horner shares, “Misty 
Copeland is a huge inspiration to all of our dancers 
who were performing at the event – two have even 
done school reports on her!  She met all the kids, 
watched them rehearse, and even gave them a pep 
talk!!! It was a truly magical day for our dancers.” 

Scan to Donate



“The Boys & Girls Club's childcare scholarship 
helps our family a lot. I've just recently 
become a single mother to two young 
boys. With my income alone, it 
is very hard to pay for rent, 
daycare, medical, etc. for the 
family. Without daycare, 
I would lose my job 
because I have no one 
to help me. We really 
appreciate all the help 
we get. Thank you.” 

These words from a 
mom whose children 
are in the Club's 
scholarship program 
show what a big difference 
you are making to families by 
supporting this project. Their family is going 
through a hard time. Divorce and financial struggles 
are really tough on both kids and parents. But with your 
help, the Club can offer kids stability when they need it 
most and give hard-working parents peace of mind and 
the ability to work and provide for their kids. 

Another mom shares, “Stability has been the number 
one concern for my kids and the Club has given my 
daughter that. Knowing my daughter was in a safe 
place full of structure gave me hope for a better future. 
The Club has gone above and beyond not just for my 
family, but so many other families in the community; 
from scholarships, to school clothes shopping, to 
making sure there are presents under the Christmas 
tree. There is no end to what the Club will do to make 
sure their families are supported.”

Your generosity is what makes it possible for the 
Club to help each of the families that participate in 

our scholarship program and our free programs, 
like the Oak View Branch and the Twilight 

Education Project. Please consider 
making a gift to the Club this 

holiday season. 

Thanks to a special 
challenge gift from longtime 
Club supporter Debra 
Schroeder, there is an 
amazing opportunity for 
you to double the power of 
your gift. Ms. Schroeder will 
match up to $50,000 in gifts 
made by December 31st 
dollar for dollar. Your gift to 

the Boys & Girls Club is one that 
will make a difference well beyond the 

holiday season. You can use the enclosed 
envelope, visit bgchv.com/donate, or scan the 

QR code to make a donation. You can also make a 

tax-deductible year-end donation of stock or from your 
trust by contacting Laura at 714-309-4962 or from 
your donor advised fund at bgchv.com/daf. 

Your gift will help give kids the great childhood  
they deserve so that they can go on to build their 
GREAT FUTURE! 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley
16582 Brookhurst Street FV, CA 92708

714-531-2582 • BGCHV.com

Help Families at the Club This Holiday Season  
Up to $50,000 in Donations will be Matched
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The Club’s Great Futures Start Here 44th Annual Benefit Dinner and Auction was an 
incredible success, netting more than $600,000! Funds raised at the annual benefit 
help the Club provide childcare scholarships to hundreds of families, enable the 
organization to offer free programs like our Oak View Branch and Twilight Education 
Project, and help keep the Boys & Girls Club accessible and affordable for all families 
in our community. Nearly 600 guests were in attendance at the Hyatt Regency in 
Huntington Beach, coming together to support the children at the Boys & Girls Club by 
sponsoring tables, purchasing auction items and raffle tickets, and giving generously  
to sponsor children in the Club’s scholarship program. 

“We are so thankful for the dedication and commitment from so many volunteers,  
Board Members and staff that contributed to the event’s success, ensuring the Club 
can continue to support families through scholarships and free programs,” says 
CEO Art Groeneveld. “The success of the event can be directly attributed to the 
supporters that care deeply about the Club and want to ensure we have the 
resources to inspire, enable, and empower the children and families we serve. 
We are incredibly thankful to everyone that participated and contributed to the 
success of our gala – we could not do it without you!” 

Please mark your calendars now for October 14, 2023 for our 45th Annual Dinner  
and Auction!

Great Futures Start Here Annual Benefit
Nearly 600 Guests Come Together to Raise $600,000+ 

ART GROENEVELD, ED ARNOLD, 
WINK WILLIAMS & MIKE SHUMARD

CHAMPION OF YOUTH AWARD
Alex A. Accetta

TOTAL RAISED

$600,000+
THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2023
45th Annual GREAT FUTURES START HERE
Benefit Dinner and Auction!

SAVE THE

DATE

REMEMBERING ROBERT MAYER SR.

SPONSOR A CHILD

CLUBHOUSE ACADEMY PERFORMERS

WINTER 2022 
BGCHV.COM 

BUILDING 
GREAT 

FUTURES 
TOGETHER.

We appreciate you! To thank you for all that you 
have done for the kids at the Boys & Girls Club this 
year, we have enclosed a special gift just for you. 
Please hang this ornament to remind you that your 
caring, kindness, and generosity have made a world  
of difference to the kids who needed it most this year.

          Thank You!

A Special Gift  
Just for You!
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